TV PERSONALITY AND PROFESSIONAL
GARDENER P. ALLEN SMITH CULTIVATE!
GARDENERS INTO DESIGNERS

r

nown the world over as a national garden
television personality and professional
garden designer, P Allen Smith continues
to amaze and inspire homeowners in the
art of garden design. Entering more than
70 million homes weekly as the Weather Channel's exclu-
sive gardener, host of the nationally s}*ndimtc‘d P Allen
Smith Gardens, a regular guest on the CBS Early Show
and host of the Public Television series P Allen Smith's
Garden Home, Smith has built an empire around the art

of the garden. >
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et Smith's aim is to make
the illustrious art of garden
design  commonplace for
the average gardener. "So
think

abour gardens, we get caught up in wor-

often when we
rying about wherher this |)|.ml will grow
here or there, or whether this plant will
work in the zone in which we garden,”
says Smith. “To create the best gardens,
we must try to put the concern for indi-
vidual plants aside and focus on the
larger picture of how gardens are orga-
nized and how the foundation of their

framework is created.”

KRNOWTLEDG

A fourth-generation gardener, Smith’s

SEEDs O

earliest recollections of gardening stem
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Smith suggests
creating

“rooms"” inyour
_yard to commingle
with your home's
interior.

from the days on his family's 88-acre
Tennessee farm in the lare 1960s. At the
age of 9, gardening became a passion for
Smith, who grew large plots of vegeta-
bles tor the family dinner rable.

During his senior year in high
school, Smith’s fondness for gardening
refitted into dreams of a lifelong horticul-
tural career during a class trip to London,
“The destination was Sussex to tour a
home called Perworth,” says Smith.
“With no expectation, no understanding
of its importance and certainly no back-
ground in the history of English country
houses or English landscape style, I found
mysell completely unprepared for this
extraordinary experience.”

His findings at Petworth became the

cornerstone of his career. “In the house,

(_':ll_'h room 11&ll.| Ill.lﬁﬁi\'f \\"i"l.ll'l\\'.( [h;“
perfectly framed the view of the land-
scapes outside,” Smith says. “These win-
dows filled the entire space from floor to
ceiling. They were so large two people
could easily walk through them to the
terrace and into the landscape beyond.
It was as though there was no separation
between garden and home.”

After college, Smith was awarded a
post-graduate international Rotary
scholarship and returned to England to
study garden design. “My desire was to
understand the chronology of their
[English] style and the influences that
formed them,” he says. “I would find
out what made one garden grear and
another only mediocre. This connected
everything that excited me: art, land-
scaping and plants.”

ENGLISH By DESIGN

During his studies in Europe, Smith
became profoundly aware of the vast dif-
ferences in attitude between European
and American gardeners. “As a student, [
was struck how English people, in every
walk of life, loved their gardens,” Smith
says. "It was apparent to me | was liv-
ing in a land where gardening was a
part of the national language — one
spoken in some form or another by vir-
[Ll-{”‘\' (.'\'L'r.\'(i“i_'.l,

Smith harnessed this passion,
brought it back to the United States
and infused his work with the garden-
ing attitudes and principles he discov-
ered in Europe. “Through the process
of creating my garden home and visit-
ing and designing hundreds of gardens
throughout my career, [ discovered cer-
tain principles that. when brought
together, could create more enchanting
spaces for us to live,” Smith says. These
principles are united in Smith's first
garden design book, P Allen Smiths
Ciarden Home.

SMITH'S GARDEN TTom

The premise behind Smith’s book is
that the interior and the exterior of a
home should commingle. The gar-



den itself can serve as an extension of

the home, pru\'iding additional

“rooms’ in which one can relax,
cook, pla_\' or \'imp1_\' be. “Through
my experience as a garden designer, |
have found thatr when homeowners
begin to see the area around their
home, however large or small, as a
place to blend and connect the inte-
rior and exterior living spaces into a
unified whole, their dreams soar and
their passions ignite,” he says.

Smith devised a fresh approach to
garden design in his grnum”‘nrc:lking
book. Unique in form and function,
Smith guides homeowners through the
art of design via exquisite phu[ogl'aph_\’

and dertailed instructions, allowing vir-

SMITH’S TOP THREE PLANTS?

“To choose just three plants is like
trying to paint with only three colors
from the palette of nature,” Smith
says. “My favorite plants change
with each season, time of day and
even light conditions. My true fasci-
nation with gardening comes in
weaving together various captivating
plant combinations.”

tually any person to visualize the beau-
tiful transformation that is waiting to
occur in their own yard. “So many
homeowners begin with lots of enthu-

Si'.'l.\'['l'l '.'lI'I.d L‘;lgLTI'JL'b.H to gL‘I sta ['FL'LL h'l.]l

Smith plans to
introduce his-own
-liné-of planis for
'+ Ihe home-
- _gardening
enthusiast: .

often with littde or no experience, par-
ticularly in the area of design,” Smith
says. "Unsure about how and where to
start, they just jump in, which more
often than not leads to a frustrating
E\L'L‘Il;ll"iu‘ I'-,\'x'l'l I-nl' ‘iL':I.‘;UI‘JL'I.I Llc.\ig‘llcl'h
the process can be overwhelming.”
The underlying roots of exception-
al g;lrdcn design, according to Smith,
can be summed up in 12 principles of
design. These principles provide the
foundation and serve as a basis for any
gardener to follow, whether profession-
al or amateur, “Over the years, I have
used the 12 principles of design as out-
lined in the book as my own personal
checklist to create a memorable gar-
den,” he says. "The 12 pl'irh'iph's of
th‘.‘-iia:‘n are meant to serve as I\'ml.'- o
|u‘|p you understand and create better

gardens, not to intimidate or limit your

choices. For me, it has always been
helpful ro take apart the components
of the garden one by one and examine
cach individually. Then, as I put them
back together, | see how they are inter-
connected. These principles will
demystify how a well-designed garden
is fashioned and arm you with the tools
and confidence to create the garden

you've always wanted.”

't Furtre Looks GREEN

RL'L’\'!]I|_\' I:hg' I'L'tiPiL‘HI uII lhc ._.1“[].‘
Horticultural Communication Award
by the American Horticultural Society,
Smith continues to grow as a gdl'tiunur
and entrepreneur. On the horizon,
Smith plans to introduce his own line
ni- PJ.U'IL\. ;:C.H'L‘Ll mw\Lr'd 1111.' ill\l'l‘lL‘-:'.lJ'-

dening enthusiast. “I'm terribly exc ited

about my new collection of plants,
which I am launching in independent
garden centers,” Smith says. “The
|1|;|m.\ are coordinated for sun and

shade, and I've selected them in a w

that the colors and rtextures of the
plants all work rogether. It’s a way to
help the home gardener with the

design process.” [E
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